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Fettered, Yot Free.

Y
BARRETT SYLYESTER,

AUTHON OF ''CLOUDS AND AUNAIINE" “ga
ERLIR's EnmoR,” XTO.
—

CHOAPTER IVIL
wILT wiLL saE pmooven?

Thres months later, Sityl Elton st alons
ovar thn fire in her quist lndgogs in Jemey.
Bhe bed wandered wbout the Continsut ever
minoe Christmon, and wos getling woary of

tual motion, bat was ll’{:ufu to remisin

wm any place lest GeofTrey should track
ber and renvw his terrille  teuptation.
Wow, in this oot-of-the-wuy spot she felt
mafor, and, pleased with the bosuly of B
Clomssat's buy, sba had taken roown for b 1-
oelf and Cevil in s cotlugs there, intending
to romuin fur w few weeln. After & long
haitation, aie Lad yislded to the ineomsant
youzuing for news of Geollrey, sud bad
written to Ludy Tampla:

“Dean Lany Treserre: You have learned
Yong bafors this of the misery that haw fallen
apon me, and know all from Geofiesy.  He
will hisve told yon why I went awey so sud-
denly, without even wishing you good-bye
after all your geost kindoess, 1 eould not
hely wyeell.  Haleft me un other oourse,
But 1 liwwe longed so tarribly ta bear bow
be bears it.  'Will you ba the kind friend

have wlwnys hewn and Wil ma?  Dloise
do not let him know yon have heard from
me. I¢ had belter never hear my nmne
aguin. 1 should like vary much to know
bow yon and yonr hushiand and ehildren
arn. 1 still retain my old uane, and my wi-
dreme in Ulomatis Cottage, Bt. Clemoni’s,
Jerscy, 1 can never thank you miflicisutly
for your great kindness to mie and mine ; it
Wil retosin & bright spot forover jn wy durk

“Alwnys youm gratefully and affection.
ately, Smry Evron,”

In her lap, aa ahe sat by the fire, luy (he
answer, received that moruing. She had
junt read it through for the twentieth time,
mnd the tears wers slimling slowly down her
:: cheeks, whilo her lips twitched with

“Drean Mrn, Errow: It was a groat ploak.
are asd relief o me (o bear of yon again,
mud you may rely apon me never to tell any-
body but my busband—from whom 1 have
0o sscrets—if you will write to me now and
Bum. 1 hesrd everything from Ar, Clist-
wynd, aud adwmired your hrave conduct
more than I can tell yvou. He waa very ill
will brain fever you wani—ns nedr
doath os could be and yotlive. Woe brought
bim bora sud nursed Lim through it, but I
bope | may naver pass wich anothor Christ-
man! Ay soon sa be was strong enough to
Enwved ho left us, saying that he sbould pever
ot until be found you, sod we have lsd
#wo or thres lettam from hi from diffarent

of vhe Conlinmt. I hope you will not
mmoot, for he atill porwists in mying that you
are absolntely free from your husband, who
Iy dend 1o ull inteuts sud purposes, and hat
be will give you no penco tll you become
bis wife. 1 think his mind hes bardly yot
mecovered from the eruel shock. We are all
well, [ am thankful to say, aud my husband
me m kindest regards. Harry misses

vory muvh. Ever your true friend,

YApmacon Temeiy”

Bibyl, a8 ahe read it. nlmost regretied 1hak
bed written, the pain of knowing that

was siill glust fule waa su
“I do not know what will ba if he
Bods me" she mormaored, ng awny

Whie teary with ber baud,
H I lind strength to fight it out ngain. Poor
Gooffrey | How I wish we bad never met "

Blie atarted violsuly as s knock rame at
the door, and ber landlady, Mes. Logros,
eutered. The good woman's face was
troubled and her mauner hurried aud ner-
vons.

*1 bog yonr pardon, mum, I'm smre" sha
tegan, “tor disturbing you, bat I'm just at
my wits’ end. The geutloman in the draw.
ing-room floor, mum, s so dréadial il
He's getting worse svery mortnl hour, aud
#t's my belief he won't lnst till mopuing, 1
mnut go for the doctor st muit, for Saraly
bave gone to bed with tootheche, and it's
mining und blowing fit to kuock you down,
end it 'ud be downright cruel to send the
girl out. I came to wak if you'd L wo kind
o to sit with tho poor genileroan while '
out. He wint it to be lefl"

d,v. Mps, Legros," answered Sibyl,
rining ; and then she udded qnickly: “Of
eoursa you would tell me if il were anything
ontching, for this kake of wy boy #°

“Bles you, mun, do you think I would
send yoo there if 1 didn't know as it wersn't
calehing? It'w inflsmmation of the lungs
bo's got—notbing more nor lesm—nud ha've
bLesn a bard driuker, or U'm moch mistaken,
and aint got no ktrenglh to throw it off.
Heo's off his head now, poor fellow, sud his
friends onght to know; tmt I don't Jmow
whers Lo mend, nor nothing wboul Lim,
Eu'n only boen liore s fortnight.”

“Poor fellow, how dreadiul 1" exclaimed
Bibyl. “I shu® be gl to lielp you; but
per vou liad Lotter auk the doctor to
mead 2 prafessione] nure i he ju very ill. I
know very little abont nursing."

“Ab, Wat I do!” replivd the woman., *I
wis & professional wymelf till 1 broke my
arm through alipping upon s Uit of orange-
poul thirde winterd ago, and it's never been
skrong onough sivee fur Lftisg. 1 osn mao-
ago wiell euvugh while he lasts, But 1'd be
greally obliged if yon would it with him
mow for Lall an hour"

Bha gave Sibyl dircetions shont his medi.
elne and harried off, and 8 byl slowly as-
cended the wtaird to the sick msn's room,
The door sto.d ajar, and she heard his
quick, bard iTeathing nnd low wutterings
aa shie alood ontalde, ing ge lo
enter, It seemed to her that the voice was
familinr, but sbe could not recall where ahe
bad beard it. With o slow, quiet step she
enterad the room and, ninoti ed by the in-
volil, sealed bemolf by the fire. He wus
mitaring to hitheelf, broken sentenoe: eom.
ing i gvr botween the loud, hard hreath-
Ing, and she beard him take aud offer bets,
Aincusn women and eards, and swear sl his
fale, his imn inury compiunions, and every-
thing else, till dhe shuddured.

Hhe looked at the thin hand, the wasted

Irme and drawn featiices, nnd read in all
the sad story of  mosspunt life. It was a
Bandanms faos, and abe knsw she had seen
somswaore, bubrould not recall where, He
Wwaq b wnan ol abonl forty, but kis batr wae
silrery.gray already, Freseuily be turued
aud looked at ber,

“Is that yon, Mary?™ he said hoarsaly,’
**Come hiere aud pul yoar band on my fors.
bond. Lt baros like fire, and this heimot in
80 hanry | con bardly bear it. T shall loave
tha regiment—1 think the nniforin in such
an internnd noissoes AL, tint is betier"—
& Biliyl obayed bis wish.  *You always had
& vool haud -snd & warm heard, my poor
gird! T've bean dreamivg such o terrible
ar wm, dear ous. They told me you were
diad you wnd your baby—burnt lo death in

awiul tire ot Moore's holel—sud i

L do pot feel us

weiien 0 GFY UP INY DOASS forever. 1 weanl
to the bad then, Mary, ws I should ifX lost
yom, and ook up with that Jaek Lawrell
ou bed such o horror of. Al, yoa sisrt]

ell, his wan n mare semmmp,. Mo, uot sl bad
—aonly givon to dednkiug ke n fish.  Sleadly,
Jack, my bay, you're drank slready—yon'l
bave noother fit of d. t.! Ahb, boid him—
siop Lim! By Heaven, ba's guue! Marr,
are you there? Wiy do you ke away
yonr hand ™

8ha was trembling from head lo fook,
Bha knew him now—hs was Richard Leuny,
the man who had, scoording to his ewn ac-
eount, heen presont at the death of Juln or
Frank Tawrell, and was ocousequently a
party !l‘:;.hl aruel trick that had Ueeu played

Wity .
q"ﬂ-:t it was felse I" nhe exalaimed quickly,
:.lzllzu Froaok and not Juck who killed Live-

With & glimmering of consclousness, ha
tarned and 1ooked at ber.

“Who are you?" he saked sbruptly, and
then, without waiting or an snswer, be
runiled ou—*Frank? Oh, pol Fmnok
waa a mean rscal —pever liked the feliow.
Taks care, Juck, ha'll do you s mischist vet
Don't trust him. Not liks my brother
Fimnk. Hs's o real nort—rather
ashamed of me, [ fake it Poor Prank!
Ah, it wia Mary's desth (hat knocked me
over—nnd the baby-—both gous! Who
oxred what I am or what I do? Oh, my
hﬂ1'-11:1 5 ke in sh a

4 apoke in ghort, ing eentences, an
aha listennd oagerly, E:?u' bad wandared
off o ruoes in, sud by the tims Mr,
Leorow relurhed with the doetor he was in
o fovarinh dore.  The lusler slook Lis
hend na ho looked ad him.

"He ls n great deal worse, and may sink
mpidiy,™ he said gravely ; “you bad better
:«‘rl;r!_ fu_;"hll friends. Do you know anylbing

inm

Mrs, Logros shook her hesd, bat Sibyl
mid quietly ¢

“You I used to know him yesrs ago, I
dou’t thick Le haa any nons relative encept a
Iarnt}:a;r. 1 lehwriln a-rhhlle;fnph to him."

**Telegraph the first thing in the moroing,
if ho lives 1101 long. In he ltgnrl nlum?'m

e looked inquiringly at Riliy], and some-
King in bis manner wads her color angrily

] really caunot tell” shs said eoldls,
“T was not awnre bo was ln the houss il
M. Legros requestod e to sil with him
while ahe went for you. Then I recogmized
him ne an old friend of my hushund's. 1 do
not even know by what namie Lo is going—
srubably it is not his own,*

Lenny,” put in M Logros, looking nn-
easay 5 “and he seemed quite the gentieman.®

S0 he s, waid Syl ; “that w, he wus
born o pantlaman, and that iv Liv resl naie.
He bas bheen a vory wild wan, aud un jotem-

mis one, bol I have never heard of his be-
Eﬂl cheat.”

“He is paying the Ity now,” revnrked
Doctor Godirey. “Will yon help Mrs, Le-
to uarse him, or shull 1 send wowme-

ody P
Mra. Elton hesitated, and he 1 ber
with some suriosity, He was s young man,
of not mors than thirty, unmarried, and ba
errininly boped that this lovely young
widow would assiel him iu the care of the

inwalid

*“Yeu, I will halp to nures him,* she mid,
st leogth, na the thonght fsahed through
ber mird that Lie might let fall wome sews
abont ber husband, 1 do wot know much
abont it, but will do my best."

[ think you will mske a very good
onres,” rewarked Doctor Godlrey, smiling,
vgapacially voder e, Legros' twlion.
is a firkt-rate one."

“Pretty fuir, sir, thank you, And I'm
gurs I'm obliged to Mrs. Elton. Sho's gnic
in voice and soft in moving, and that's bei-
ter than your bustling ones.  Poor gantle-
man | he's waking now. !

Doetor Godfrey wanb toward tha bed, and
Bibyl stola nwar 1o change bur eveniug drees

for & dsossing gown.

CHAPTER XVIIL
¥HE PLOT LAID BARK,

Theongh that night and the following day
Richard Lanny fought hard for bins life, and
Bibyl, bovoming interssted in her work,
wnicbed him with breathloes eagernes. 1f
Lie bad been ber dearest iriond ou carth, ber
wutchfulness nod care eould not Lave boen

cater or more incessant.  Doetor Godirey,
ﬁolnng ats, began (o doult Ler assortion of
Lis being almost & stranger o ber,

Sha had telegraphed, ss desired, to his
brotiser, who she remembered, by the
marsst chanee, was A lawyer with offlees in
Lincolv's Iun Fislds—for lier havbaud had
onoe amployed himy and she hnd gone with
bim to the office—and Le bad answered that
he wonld ba there nu the folliwing evening.
Sle remembered Lim perfectly fair, fall,and
good-looking, with a frank, pleasant wan-
ner wnd voice—an improvement on hin
Lrother's, Bhe ramombored thiat her husband
had waid he wea *'n difforent sort of fallow
from Dick, s steady as old Time, and sure
to get on in the world," and abe wonderod
il e would recognize her. Bhe boped not,
nnd, caruless, almest ignomant of her ex-
trama beanty, which mude it diioolt fo®
man to forgel hor whan once they had seen
ber, thought it very uulikely that be wouid
do &0,

The sick man had fallen dow into a
qiloter iloap than ho bad hadall duy, and
alie had just taken her place oo more in
the darkensd room whils Mra Legrom wanl
to lis down, when n cab drew up at the
doar, a quick but quiet fuotstap onme up the
staire, aud Prank Leunny wutored (he ronm,
She held up her hand warningly, aud he
glole nerosa the room on tip-toa.

He slaried as bo came nearor, and held
out hin hand.

“Mre. Lawrell, yon bore? HMow strange |
In your husbiand with you?  Ah, forgive me
—I forgot!" and he glavced at bor black
dress—nhis 6till wore Llack, fesling disin-
clived for colors now. “How 14 poor
Dick," he nsked befors ahe conld speak,
*und bow is it you are oursing bim "

“He ig very, very ill. It is by the meren
ehunce I am Lera. 1 happened to e lodg-
ing in the house, and the landludy seked
me Lo help her in the vursing. [ am glad

u have come, but—will yon eall me Mra.
Ema. plensa? 1 do not bear my husbmnil's
pame now.  We neparsted some years ago,
and since then I hove wlways called mywoif
Mra. Eljon."

“f will try to remember. T am not sur.

riged"—wud ha looked grave. 1 have

eard o good deal of him from Dick, and
somatimes wondered he never weutioued
ou.”
4 4] have nol neim your beother for a nnm.
ber of vears till last night. T am afeaid ihe
daotor thinks very badiy of bisn. Have you
come aloust”

“Yes. Thers s nobody else to eome.
Our ouly wister ix married, and out in Iodia

now; Dick and 1 are the leat of the family.”

“You are not warried then?” she said,
with some hositation,

“No, I bave never ssen o snfficiontly per-
feck woman to snit my exacting taite.  And
poor Richnrd logt bis wife aid child ins lre
st hotel whare they were stuying in town,
Ho was out whie the fire staried, and when
be returued the botel was bumt to the
ground, and tbey perished init, I think
tuw ahoolt (urned Liw byain for s Llime; but

Lis ok W drnking sad (s Living. snd liee

Loels & TUIDEA aAn ever since. He wonld
never bave been what ho is now if Mary bad
lved. Bhe was one of the best of wouwien."

SHow very mad ! maid Sibyl, Lier eyes 611
ing. “He keepu calling e Mary, and will
do spyildug 1 ask bim.”

“You sre & hitle like hor," remnrked
Fraok Louny., “Sls was s beautiful gl
1am glad the poor fellow Lus such an iw-
dgiuary Fappines.”

It wos not meant se & comjpliment, and
Bibyl wok it quietly. It muttcred noth-
g o ber pow whelkorslis was Lundsows
or plain.

Dottar Godfrey eame in at that moment,
and looked juquisitively sb the now evwwr,
Bibyi -:plnim--_ll.

“f aw glad yom have eome, he enid
abortly, Uit e eritieal pulter just now,
If b lives throigh the nest thres hours, be
way rndly, aud e will bave Mew, Elton to
Muank aa manch as auybydy for Lis lifte.  She
eouid Bt beve nureed bier Jearast frivud
mivre caretully.”

“and he plmest my denrest foo,” sha
it bitterly ; nud thea sk left the mom
aud went to luok for Ol Dovior Ginliney
tappeil ut Ger duor ws Lo passad, pud entored
alb et wvitation,

**Iliere in n slight changa for tha botter,®

maid ; but if be recovens consoiousives
yor miut be very carvinl nob to let Lo talk
Any vioitowent would be most dangerons
Lt you wyi uot Wred ont, I thivk it would be
better for yum Ww be wilh bim to-uigot. He
seetus b0 preder your udreog to s, Lo-
Laew's

vt1le imagines Tam his wife, who fs dead,”
answered Mrs. Ellon grruvely, for sowething
io his osoner snneyed ber,  Ie evidently
thnnght thst there wan mors andor the sur-
face, and that her sfatemont that shie wis
there by the maurest chauca was mot quite
e,

“Whntaver it i, your presence has s
soothiug «ffect, and it will be kind of yon to
remnain with him for the next fow Lo,
Hit you way ae well warg bis brother that
oven if Lo lives throuph (his attack be eun
never recover, He will ouly linger on a
fow woeks or porlingm monthis. s whols
frams is wreoked by intemporanes.”

He witehed ber eloukly s he mads (he
anpouncement, sud s looked bim steadily
in the facs,

oL um wimid, from all 1 hear, his death
will uot ba & grout source of grief to any-
bady,” she avswered onrclessly, “Hut of
cuiwrsy we must do. our best Lo prolong lia
Life, therelore 1 will do as you wish,"

“Thank yon,” hn wmid more pleasaully.
o winh [ eould flud o few wore such gool
Samanibuun Ly the wasside.  Guod eveuitg.
I akindl b bisge the first Wing in the moru-
g

ghc bowed in silonee, and he left the
rouin. o onee more whe watched throogh
e might, and lintened th the gnick, rtthing
Lreath, changod the ponitiver, and adiainie
tered his melivive, while Fronk Lenny
watched bier with all a mao's sdmirtion of
her gentle wovements and quiet akall,  Shs
was ube of those walien to whiom nursing
eatue by pature, and little Cecil bad given
Lier souse prackice mince Lis wecident,  And
agnin Doctor Godfrey sabid Lhst thiere was o
necided nprovement wuld a good olianee of
8 ftemporury revovery. At iues, the sick
mnti 4 wenses retarned, but only io a dreay
faskinn that mnds Bim expres uo murprisg
st seeing eithicr Lin brotlier or Brs. Eiwu,
It was unt till the evening of the following
day tuat he ssked bow they camn thers—for
uow hils progres toward feovery Loeeaue
steady, aud every Lour b broathivg be-
cmime easier and bis sirength greater.  Bat
whieo Sibyl spoke ot relingoisling ber task
he wan w0 distressed, and fmplored her so
piteounty not to hand hiv over to *the tun.
der morcies «f the old woman," that she had
Bo ohioioe loft.  Bliw alten wondered, ss diy
afler day she nursed him with il the cara
wnd alteasion of a sinter, whether ba had
ruy twings of eompuuetion about the de-
ception o which he bad lent Limself, and
whieh might binve beon the enuse of wnch
whsme and misery to ber. And, as the
metiory recurred to ber of that terribls
wraning when ber hustiand hnd sppenred, o
it wern, from the dend, to her, whe tarnnd
frotn him with » senke of hate and loathing
Lhat it wes slwost Loposable o couguer or
vepcomd,

fiin brother Frank the Uked more and
morw avery day they were together. It was
a4 a gleaw of sunsbioe when bis bright fuce
sppeared st the door of the sick-roo with
Las nxoal guestion : “ls Le asleep? May I
comum in ¥ He took Uil lor wniiu, buouglit
Liw toys, apd tsught Lim gemes, HIL tbe
clilld prew so foud of bim thut the mother
was jeatous for the mewory of Geoflney,
And yet, as slie waliod hersell, was it nol Let-
ter 80, wien e ome object of ber lifo wos
to provent Lis ever meoting Gienffioy upmin?

Il'.m Sihyl! Tbscened to lice at tnies us
If the yeurning for the glavee of thie luving
dark eyos; the soand of the dear voice, was
abwwat more than she ponld Lenr,  She told
horself that it woull not Lut—thnt, knowing
they were parled forover, her love mnst e
by degreea. Dut the waeks and wonths had
brought nochsnge &8 vet, ubleds to streogthe
en and inerense Ler misury ool ysarning,

She wan sittiog iy Mr, Lenny oue evine
ing, ton days alter the night Mre Legeos
bl enlled Ler in, buddly stitbllng at sy
work for Cecil, ber thoughts back to (he
happy days ot Sanidben b, when she had

v unoonscions of her own fechings or
Grolrey ', while the invalid, propped up Uy
pillows, drenitly witclied her quick fingers.

“Godirey thinks 1T may get on to the safa
to-morrow,” he said presently, “and tells
me I have only you to thank fur it. 1 don't
koow how to thsnk yoo thaugh, Mrs, Elton.
What shall T say?’

*Nothing. 1 do nob like being thanked,
especially when I hsve been mcting ouly
with eommon huwmanity, | eame bere b
Mmi, Logros zequest, nn | shs is quite croms
with e Leeanse von have shown Ler ton
planly that you prefer my nursing Lo hers"

“How conld Thelp it?' he asked, with s
faint amile. “You can lnrdly roalice the
pleastirs it bng afforded me to have the go-
tle care of & lady ugnin after all these loug
years, As Frank says, it is s plenstiro to see
you move about the room, How do you
like Frank, M, Elton?

*Very muueh,” she suswered warmly ; and
then there wan silencs forsome minutes,

O have been dreaming anol s happy
dream as 1 lay here," s suid at last, with s
sligght besitation in bis wauner, *Can you
gy what it is 1"

Ol am nol o good gresser,” she preplied,
shaking hor head with o slight smile.  *Tell
me your dream.”

SWall, don't be angey if yon don't Hke it
but Frank is aech o good (sllow—so  ditfer-
ent from me—that ? thought you mipht
lowrn to think something of him, and it in
ki enongh he is falling bead over enrs in
Iou with you.™

Bibyl Inid her work down in her lap, n
erimson flush on ber face aud har eyes glit-
bering with augsr,

“Mr. Launy, how dare you say such a
thing to me?" ahe said, in & voice bie bardly
recogrized.  *ix this your geatitude for
what | have done for you, to altenipt to
play snch o erdel trick upen me? 1 kwow
us well ne you do that my bushend is wtill
alive, and have fous it very hacd to forgive

ou zl'." lendiug yoursli w such a eruel

Hho rose and tnroed bo leave him, but he
oaught her dress.

owp, MM Ewnr be eried. ‘Yum
fhall uot go il I have learned what you
menw 1 swonr I uover kuew - uever guessed
that you hnd married again, T s wo pany
w suy frmnd; I ibought sud boped you wete
froe to bocume my Lrothis's wite ”

Kho sat down sgoin, for ber limbs irem.
bled wo that she eonld nut stand.

] do ot cotupn:bend what yoo mean by
mariied agein,” she kald, lookirg him fail 1o
the face. *“But you told that geptlaniu who
cate Lo nes you—Nr Chebwynl —1hnt wy
busband, Jobhy Lawrdll, bod destroyed b
il bufare your ey s, when you kogw it was
Frauk; sod had not John wauted mioney
from we, and pomme (o me io person last Des
mowibier, 1 abould baye marned snother man.
It wan & erued triok to play, sud pow yuu
are waking it far, far wor-e,

Tickapd Letuy passd bin hands belore
his exes Like o mnn balf awnke.

“hia L waul, or ars vou ¥ he wnked shurp-
ly. =1 Luve played no wivk Luors
Heiven I wwear thnt I saw John Lawrell,
yone hinsband, jamp ont of & secomd story
window ina fit of delivinm tremens, dhot I
lelguial 1o piek up hie iy, that T wea chiof
wituesa of Biv death al the inguest, and that
tlife nll bappened Lt Ustalur! 1 have not
seen Frank for more thay o year, He coui-
miited furgery, aud bas been in lljl‘l!lllﬂ over
pince,  Tuat's the whole truih, Now teil
e wital you mpn,"

Ino nfow words she told him of her hus-
band's visit, and Lis accouut of the whuls
aiinir,

My, Lenny wan siland far severa] minuotes,
ol thens broka [nto s laugh,

“1 wem it all now,” be sand quickly, “andna
elever trick it s Wwo, You saw him in tho
moonlight unly ~and be is lke sbough Lo
mikluid yuu witer not baving seen puor Juck
for dhres years. It wan Frouk wihio cumie (0
yon—Frank Lawrell-meaning o maks a
good thing of it, aud very nunrly succeedid.
1 | bhod died the other duy, i you bad wot
come to this Louse, if 1lind  ovir said auy-
Wi to yom slwot wartying sgsin, You
would probably hinve gooe on paying. im n
thous md & year without ever sorang him il
hin life, Whitt w npear thivg it hos been!
Kow send for Lim—say you kave something
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